Euro Gaelic Football Cup 2022

Introduction
We are delighted to present and invite you to the Euro Gaelic Football Cup 2022!
Originally planned for 2020, this edition of the Euro Gaelic Football cup will be held in Pontevedra (Galicia,
Spain) on July 15th and 16th 2022.
Pontevedra is located on the south-west coast of Galicia. It is one of the seven main cities of Galicia, with
a population of 82,000 inhabitants, and near other population nuclei such as Vigo or Santiago de
Compostela.
Pontevedra, also known as “The Good City" or "The City of the Lérez”, has a rich heritage, only second to
Santiago. The city is famous for its accessibility and urban quality, being recognized worldwide
(international European prize "Intermodes" -Brussels-, United Nations Habitat -Dubai-, "Excellence Prize"
-Center for Active Design, New York City-).
Despite its size, it still keeps the charm of a town. It’s full of green spaces, has a wide range of cultural
events and its inhabitants enjoy talking to all kinds of people and are warm and welcoming.
The playing venue will be distributed into two facilities, A Xunqueira and Poio, with a total of 3 AstroTurf
pitches. These venues are widely used by teams all across the region, and have been commonly used by
the local GAA team, and have already hosted big events such as the European Champions League in 2015.
Most of the hotels in the city are located a 10-minute drive from the playing facility.
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you require any further information!

Access
Pontevedra has direct access to four airports within a 90 minutes' drive: A Coruña (128km), Vigo (31km),
Santiago de Compostela (73km) and Oporto (168km), with rail & motorway connections with each one of
them. Santiago & Porto especially offer a wide range of connections to other main European airports
with a variety of low-cost flights options.
Since those two airports are the most common arrival destinations when travelling internationally, the
organization will provide bus transfer on arrival for flights arriving to Santiago & Porto airports.

Destinations include the following (subject to increase due to summertime offers):
Santiago
•
•
•
•

Basel
Brussels
Bologna
Dublin

•
•
•
•
•
•

Frankfort
Geneva
Munich – Memmingen
Milan – Bergamo
París – Beauvais
London – Stansted

Porto
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Berlin
Bologna
Bremen
Brussels – Multiple airports
Burdeaux
Colonia
Copenhagen
Cracovia
Dormunt
Dublin
Eindhoven
Frankfort
Lille
Luxembourg
Milan – Multiple airports
Nuermberg
París – Multiple airports
Rome – Multiple airports
Tolouse
Varsovia
Vienna

Games Venues
The games venues are located on two main facilities: A Xunqueira and Poio. Both facilities are owned and
managed by the local council.
A Xunqueira has wide experience hosting GAA events. This was the venue used for the 2015 GGE’s (ECB
at the time) Champions League, and it was the home venue for Pontevedra GAA club. These facilities
include two game pitches that will be in use simultaneously, as well as a small soccer-7 pitch that will be
provided to teams for warming up before their games. A third pitch will be located at Poio’s facilities,
which also has experience hosting multiple GAA campuses. Both facilities are a 10-minute ride apart from
each other.

Pitches
All pitches feature 4th generation Astro turf (i.e., blend of grass-like fibers attached to a special backing
with a mix of sand and rubber infill), being at least 100m long. They have plastic shelters for team officials
and substitutes, as well as seats for spectators. Also, they are all fully floodlit in case of a late finish or bad
light conditions due to the weather.

Each venue has its own toilets, shower and changing room facilities that will be available only for
participants. Also, there will be toilets for spectators.
The organization will provide umpires for all pitches during the competitions. All goalposts are specified
in GGE’s regulations and meeting European safety standards.
Medical
As part of the entry fee, all participants will be provided with health insurance that covers all accidents
that may occur during the tournament. The nearest Hospital is located at an 8- and 15-minute ride
respectively from each venue. In case of emergency, an ambulance will be provided to take people to the
hospital. Most hospital staff speak English.
First aid services will be provided as per "Tournament Hosting Guidelines".
Catering arrangements
Water supplies will be distributed to teams at the start of the tournament. Each team will be given a water
supply of a minimum of 1.5 liters per person. This is usually sufficient for the day however teams can use
the normal potable (i.e., drinking) tap water to top up their supplies.
There will be a bar service present at both venues.
Communications
Pitches, registration desk, catering distribution area, dressing rooms, toilets etc., will be adequately
indicated/signed and maps available at key/central locations. Dressing rooms are numbered, and signs
will be provided at each indicating the number and the teams assigned to them.
This information will be kept up to date throughout the day, especially as competitions approach the final
stages. This will ensure that teams, officials and umpires as well as spectators will know when and where
each game will be played. Signs will also be provided at other key locations such as the registration desk,
water/lunch distribution point, first aid/medical points, dressing rooms, toilets etc., these will include
‘direction’ signs or maps displayed at main entrances and circulation points.

Closure Event
At the end of the tournament, on Saturday, there will be a closure event followed by a Euro party with
some DJ’s.
On July weather is usually warm (+30 ºC during the day, and 18-20 ºC during the night), so the closure
event will be held on a big square located in Poio’s venue. This place is commonly used for local festivities
and parties. It is perfectly designed to host 400-500 attendees.
A catering service will be provided for all participants over an extended period, with entrance from 20:00.
Drinks will be reasonably priced and similar to average bar prices in the local area.
Background music will be provided as guests arrive and during the meal. A DJ will ensure plenty of fun and
dancing after the presentations. Once the event is over, if still in a party mood, you can then head into
the city (10 by taxi) where you can continue partying at one of the local clubs that are open until 6am.

Accommodation
Pontevedra offers a great range of accommodation, from affordable, from cut price hostels to five-star
hotels, some of which have already been used on past tournaments.
The organization provides the booking process for all players and coaches, included in the entry fee for
the tournament.

The city
Pontevedra is a magical destination that never ceases to surprise with something new.
Walk through its historic center, stroll through its most emblematic streets and squares, and discover
through them the history, culture and character of this city, which is referred to as “Boa Vila”. Enjoy its
local businesses, feel the atmosphere of its streets and taste its delicious gastronomy. Enjoy the
architectural and artistic wonders that are on offer as you travel through the “good town of Pontevedra”,
considered the capital of the Portuguese Way of St. James/ Camino a Santiago.
A local legend relates the foundation of Pontevedra to Teucer, hero of the Trojan War, a legend which
was reinforced with the suspicion that Greek traders might have arrived to the Rias Baixas area in ancient
times. However, historians and archaeologists tend to agree that the initial settlement was probably
formed during the integration of Gallaecia (old Galicia) into the Roman Empire The current name of the
city is a Latin composite, derived from Pons/Pontis (bridge) and Veteris/Vetera (old), hence
Ponte(m)Vetera(m), and thence Galician language Ponte-Vedra, "the old bridge", in reference to the old
Roman bridge across Lérez River.
Also, 2022 is a Xacoveo Holy Year, which is widely celebrated throughout all Galicia, specially nearing the
date of July 25th (Santiago Apostle’s Day), so it might be a good idea to add some days to your trip and
enjoy the festivities!

Team registration dates
April 24th Teams will first need to send an expression of interest if they are willing to participate in the
tournament
May 10th Teams will be required to formalize the inscription in the tournament. Details on the specific
procedure will be issued in the following weeks.
June 10th Teams will be required to make full payments. Details on the specific procedure will be issued in
the following weeks.
July 14th Teams will be required to register on arrival on Thursday, or at least 1h before their first game
on Friday (July 15th). A registration desk will be available on both venues.
The inscription fee for participating in the tournament is 100€ per player. There is no entry fee for teams
as such.
This fee includes the following:
•
•
•

Bus transfer on arrival (Thursday)
Accommodation for 3 nights (Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights)
Health & liability insurance

Accommodation will be distributed based on organizational needs.

Addresses & other useful information
Pitches:
A Xunqueira: Rúa Celso Emilio Ferreiro, 1ª Travesía, 36005 Pontevedra
Poio: Campo da Seca, 36995 Poio, Pontevedra
Dinner & Party: Campo da Seca, 36995 Poio, Pontevedra

Hotels are to be provided by the organization (concrete addresses will be provided nearer the event date).

Further information on competitions will be issued near the event date. We are happy to answer any
other queries.
Please email Angel Negrete at chairperson.galicia.europe@gaa.ie.
We look forward to welcoming you!

